
The Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
 

Aim of the Federation 

The settlers wanted to share profits of gold and copper (Netherlands, Rhodesia, Southern 

Rhodesia and Nyasaland) 

The settlers wanted to make use of labour in Zambia (NR) and Nyasaland (Malawi) 

They wanted to form a strong union against possible control by the Afrikaners (Boers) 

The settlers wanted to cooperate in order to control Africans 

They wanted provided a big market for goods produced in the federation. 

To help each other to develop transport, electricity and other infrastructure. 

 
Steps which were taken to establish the federation 

In 1930 white settlers began to discuss the idea of amalgamation Northern Rhodesia and 

Southern Rhodesia 

They asked the British government to have a conference on amalgamation. 

The British government refused arguing that it will disadvantage Africans 

The three territories set up a committee in 1945 to discuss migrant labour and agreed to 

pressurize British government for amalgamation. 

In 1949 a conferment was held at Victoria falls which discuss the idea of Federation and 

not amalgamation 

Colonial secretary Greech Jones refused to accept the idea of federation. 

A new colonial secretary James Grieffith accepted the idea which he said should be a 

partnership between European and Africans the visited Africa and listed a conference. 

The conservative part come into power in 1951 in Britain and accepted the idea of a 

federation 

The government of Churchill called for a conference in London to discuss the federal 

constitution but no African were invited. 

A conservative politician was serial to Central Africa to find out the view of Africans. He 

reported that no strong opposition was noticed except for few extremist. This 

contradicted the bledisleo report which esflasised African opposition 

The final conference in London was held to adapt the federal constitution and finalize 

details of setting up the federation. The federation was set up in 1953. 

 
Project which were done during the federation 

There was construction of infrastructures such as the Kariba dam 

The i) University of Southern of Rhodesia ii) hospital iii) colleges e.g. Gweru teacher’s 

college, hillside teacher college, roads, schools 

 
Failures 



 
 

There was no equal partnership between blacks and whites 

There was no equal sharing of profits in the territories. 

Development favoured whites. 

 
Grievances of the Africans 

a)  The federation perpetuate racial discrimination 

b)  It ensured white domination 

c)  Africans were not consulted on whatever white were doing 

d)  The development favoured settlers especially those in Southern Rhodesia. e)  

There was not enough representation in parliament only 6. 

f)   Worker (Africans) were lowly paid. 
 
 
 
 

Measures taken to oppose the federation 

African formed political parties e.g. in Zimbabwe they had the African National 

Congress, NDP, ZAPU, Malawi they had NDC (Banda). Zambia UNIP (Kenneth 

Kaunda,Kapwepwe) 

Africans refuse to accept the idea of federation 

Africans agitated of political independence. 

Trade unions formed by African staged strikes to show dislikes for the federation 

They formed anti-federation committee which use publications to write against the 

federation 

Delegation were send to the British Government to oppose the idea of federation e.g. 

people liked Nkomo, Banda, Kapwepwe and Sithole 

Partition against federation were signs 

In Malawi a campaign which was characterized by violence was staged. 

 
To what extent did Africans benefit form the federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 

Benefits 

Schools, health institutions were constructed 

A non racial University College was constructed (University of Rhodesia) 

There was availability of work especially for workers form Northern Rhodesia and 

Nyasaland 

There was investment 

 
Disadvantages 

There was racial discrimination 

There was no adequate representation in parliament 

Africans received lower salaries compared to whites 

The development favoured settlers. 
 


