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1.0 PREAMBLE

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The History syllabus covers the last two years of second-
ary education (Forms 5 and 6). It builds on the Forms

1 to 4 History syllabus by continuing with the earlier
themes in greater detail. The syllabus also introduces
new themes in the study of the History of Zimbabwe

and the wider world. In order to safeguard Zimbabwe’s
important national heritage and enable learners to par-
ticipate effectively in the local and international commu-
nity, it is crucial for learners studying History to acquire
skills and knowledge for a deeper understanding of how
societies develop socially, economically and politically
and the way they relate to each other. The syllabus is de-
signed for learners from diverse backgrounds and deals
with socio-economic as well as political status of both
men and women from the Stone Age era to the present.
It seeks to promote Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu (societal
norms and values), instill patriotism and celebrate diver-
sity which are critical for nation-building and responsible
citizenship.

1.2 RATIONALE

The learning area provides learners with deep under-
standing and critical analysis of political, social and
economic developments of societies in Zimbabwe, Africa
and the wider world. In addition, the syllabus promotes
in learners the importance of protecting the territorial
integrity, sovereignty of Zimbabwe and African states

as well as the need for a harmonious relationship with
the rapidly evolving international community. The study
of History seeks to produce a learner who is pro-active,
productive and adds value to the community. The learner
will be equipped with important life skills such as conflict
resolution, business creativity, vocational and analyti-
cal skills. The methodologies employed in this syllabus
are inclusive and learner-centred. This learning area
seeks to inculcate in learners values and norms such

as responsible citizenship, Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu and
patriotism.

1.3 SUMMARY OF CONTENT

This syllabus covers historical developments in Zim-
babwe, sub-Saharan Africa and the wider world. The
learning area enables learners to draw lessons from the
evolving international relations. It ensures sustenance
of nationalism and patriotism through an appreciation
of Zimbabwe and other countries ‘struggles for political,

social and economic emancipation.

The History syllabus enables learners to develop skills
in:

» Critical thinking

* Resource Management
* Heritage preservation

* Problem solving

* Enterprise

« Decision making

» Conflict resolution

* Leadership

» Self-management

* Communication

» Technology and innovation

1.4 ASSUMPTIONS

It is assumed that learners:

* Have knowledge of the dynamics in History

* Have communication skills

* Are aware of the different developmental stages
that Zimbabwean societies have passed through

* Are aware of the importance of regional and inter-
national relations

» Have knowledge of causes, events and impact of
wars

* Are aware of different modes of production from
communalism to socialism

* Have acquired leadership, self-management,
research, problem solving and technological skills

* Are aware of human rights and responsibilities

» Have general knowledge of heritage studies

* Have engaged in project work, co-operative work
and self-assessment activities

1.5 CROSS CUTTING THEMES

* Gender

» Heritage studies

* Enterprise

* Human Rights and responsibilities
« Conflict and Crisis Management
* Financial Literacy

»  Sexuality, HIV / AIDS

* Constitution of Zimbabwe

» Collaboration

* Environmental issues

e Health

* |CT skills
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2.0 PRESENTATION OF
SYLLABUS

The History Syllabus is presented as a single document
which covers Forms 5 and 6.

3.0 AIMS

The syllabus seeks to:

» sustain interest in the study of History by promot-
ing an understanding of national, regional and
international historical events

* inculcate appropriate skills and tools of analysing
historical transformations of societies

» develop an understanding of the impact of coloni-
sation on African nations

» conscientise learners on demography, democracy,
human rights and responsibilities

» nurture skills consistent with Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumun-
hu for nation building

» develop literacy and desirable numeracy skills
including practical competences necessary for life

4.0 SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form 6 learners should be able to:

* interpret historical evidence
» analyse historical events in their context
» demonstrate appropriate skills and tools for histori-

cal analysis

» assess the impact of colonisation on African na-
tions

» participate in national events as demonstration of
patriotism

* examine population dynamics, gender, democracy,
human rights and responsibilities in History

» apply ICT skills in the study of History

» demonstrate the concept of Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumun-
hu in nation building

» exhibit literacy and desirable numeracy skills
including practical competences through project
work, exhibitions, festivals, planning and organis-
ing seminars and symposiums

5.0 METHODOLOGY AND TIME
ALLOCATION

The teaching of History will be accomplished through the

use of the following learner-centred and multi-sensory
approaches:

* Researches

* Debates

* Symposiums and seminars
« Exhibitions

* Surveys

* Media

* Documentaries and films

* Realia

* Modelling

« Case studies

* Group discussions

* Projects

* Educational tours

» Use of resource persons
» E-learning

*  Work-related learning

* Folklore
* Drama, songs and poetry
* Role play

¢ |mitation or Simulation
* Games and Quizzes

TIME ALLOCATION

For the successful and effective coverage of this sylla-
bus, 10 periods of 35 minutes should be allocated per
week. Learners should go on educational tours twice a
year and two weeks of continuous work-related learning
per year. They should also participate in at least one ex-
hibition or festival and one skills-based seminar per year.

6.0 TOPICS

Sources of History

Development of pre-colonial societies and states

Early Foreign contacts with Zimbabwe

Transition from Slave Trade to Legitimate Trade

Imperialism in Africa

Colonisation of Zimbabwe and Primary Resistance

First Chimurenga/Umvukela

Colonial Administration in Rhodesia

Primary Resistance Movements and Armed Strug-

gles in other African countries

10.Second Chimurenga / Umvukela in Zimbabwe

11.Post-Independence Developments in Zimbabwe
(1980-2000)

12.Indigenisation, Land Reform and Empowerment in
Zimbabwe

13.The Constitution of Zimbabwe

14.The French Revolution and the Napoleonic Era

©e NGO hA WM~
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15.Nationalism in Europe

16.The First World War and Peace Settlements
17.Fascism and the Second World War

18.The Communist Revolutions

19.Regional and International Relations
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9.0 ASSESSMENT

The syllabus’ scheme of assessment is grounded on the principle of inclusivity. Arrangements, accommodations and
modifications must be visible in both continuous and summative assessments to enable candidates with special needs
to access assessments.

a) ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form 6, learners should be able to:

* analyse historical concepts

» discuss historical events in their context

* examine major themes in the history of Zimbabwe and other parts of the world

» empathise with African societies’ historical experiences in order to make informed judgements
» examine African responses to foreign domination

» suggest possible solutions to social, political and economic challenges in Zimbabwe

» apply skills of analysis in carrying out research projects

» demonstrate ICT skills in research projects

» appreciate Zimbabwe’s heritage

b) SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT

This learning area will be assessed through continuous and summative assessment in Forms 5 and 6. Continuous
assessment will comprise course work. Summative assessment will comprise a written final examination.

Course Work

Course work will consist of project work and theory.

Practical Skills

The syllabus will be assessing the following practical skills through project work:

» Originality and creativity
* Research

* Resource Management
* Heritage preservation

* Enterprise

* Analysis

» Evaluation

* Problem solving

» Leadership

»  Communication

» Collaboration

 ICT

Theory
The theory component will consist of :

. Written assignments and
. Tests
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History Syllabus Forms 5 - 6

EXAMINATIONS

Paper Description

This learning area has two papers, Papers 1 and 2. Paper 1 is the History of Zimbabwe (Pre-colonial, Colonial,
Post-colonial) and has 4 sections, A-D. Each section consists of 4 essay questions. Candidates are expected to
answer four questions from at least three sections. Each question carries 25 marks. Paper 2 is the International Affairs
and has 5 sections A-E. Each section consists of 4 essay questions. Candidates are expected to answer four ques-
tions from at least three sections. Each question carries 25 marks.

Title Duration Marks Weighting (%)
Summative Assessment

History Paper 1: History of | 3 hours 100 35%
Zimbabwe (Pre-colonial, Colonial,

Post-colonial) 3 hours 100

Paper 2: Regional and 35 %

International History

Continuous Assessment 100 30%

Total 300 100%

C) SPECIFICATION GRID

Paper 1: History of Zimbabwe

The guide below illustrates the relationship between the assessment objectives and components of the scheme of

assessment

e Sources of History | e Early Foreign e First Post-

o Development of contacts with Chimurenga / Independence
pre-colonial Zimbabwe Umvukela in Developments in
societies and states | ¢  Colonisation of Zimbabwe Zimbabwe (1980-
in Zimbabwe Zimbabwe and e Second 2000)

Primary Chimurenga / Indigenisation,
Resistance Umvukela in Land Reform and
e Colonial Zimbabwe Empowerment in
Administration in Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe The Constitution
of Zimbabwe
25% 25% 25% 25%

Paper 2: Regional and International History

The guide below illustrates the relationship between the assessment objectives and components of the scheme of

assessment

e Development e TheFrench | e Nationalis | e The First e The
of pre-colonial Revolution m in World Communist
societies and and the Europe War and Revolutions
states in Africa | ¢  Napoleonic Peace e Regional

e Transition Era Settleme and
from Slave nts International
Trade to e Fascism Relations
Legitimate and the
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Trade

e Imperialism in
Africa

e Primary
Resistance
Movements
and Armed
Struggles in
other African
countries

Second
World
War

20%

20%

20%

20%

20%

History will be assessed using continuous and summative assessment.

Form of assessment Weighting
Continuous 30%
Summative 70%

Total 100%

Continuous Assessment

Level Assessment task Frequency Weighting
Form 5 Practical Assignment 1 per term 15
Theory test 1 per term
Written assignment 1 per term
Written Research 1 (continued to Form
Project 6)
Form 6 Practical Assignment 1 per term 15
Theory test 1 per term
Written assignment 1 per term
Written Research 1 (continued from
Project Form 5)
Total 30

NOTE: All assessment tasks are marked out of 100. Assessment of soft skills will be done as learners respond to
continuous assessment tasks.

Specification Grid

Skill Paper 1 and 2
Knowledge and understanding 5
Comprehension 5

Application and analysis 30

Synthesis and evaluation 40

Practical skills 20

Total 100
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